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The George Washington 
Montessori School Mission: 

 
Kindness, Creativity,  

and  
Dedication to Work. 

The George Washington School Staff 

 



  

 
 
 

George Washington School 
 

Montessori Children’s House 
Elementary I & II 

 
A Community of Successful Learners 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Students and adults at the George Washington 

School share in the responsibility of creating and 

maintaining an atmosphere where learning can 

grow and prosper.  By the way we treat one another, 

and the way we treat our school building and 

grounds we demonstrate pride.  It is through this 

service to one another that we can continue to be a 

true community of successful learners. 



  

 
 

 
ALL VISITORS TO THE  

 
GEORGE WASHINGTON SCHOOL  

 
MONTESSORI CHILDREN’S HOUSE 

ELEMENTARY I & II 
 

SHOULD KINDLY 
 
 
 
 
 

• Sign-in at the desk or in the office upon entering the building. 

• State the destination or purpose of the visit. 

• Wear an identification badge (issued by the office staff). 

• Display the badge at all times. 

• Return the badge and sign-out at the conclusion of the visit. 
 
 
 
 

 
VISITORS ALSO INCLUDE 

 
 
 

• Substitutes 
• Volunteers 
• Parent Helpers 
• PTO Members  
• Other district personnel 
• Maintenance (other than district personnel) 

 



  

 
 

School Guidelines and Student Conduct 
  
 
 

It is our expectation that each learning environment is free from disruptions 
and that students are not disturbed in their academic pursuits.  The understandings 
that follow, in addition to the Kingston School District Code of Conduct, are those that 
are considered essential for the daily operation and safety of the George Washington 
School.  
 

 
Attendance 

 
Each student is required by law to be in regular attendance at school and in 

class.  The law also requires that a written excuse, explaining the reason for an 
absence, must be sent to school immediately following the absence.  A telephone call 
informing the school that a child will not be in attendance is most helpful.  Similarly, 
each year, the school compiles a list of students whose parents request notification 
when a student is absent.  A simple request in writing will place your child's name on 
this list.  Telephone contact does not, however, replace the need for a written excuse. 

 
No student is to leave the school premises without permission from the 

principal's office.   
 
The following reasons are accepted as legal excuses for absence: 
 

 Serious illness or death in the family 
 Religious observance  
 Required court appearance  
 Personal illness 

 
 
Student Medication 

 
According to New York State law students are not permitted to take any 

medication during school hours unless the following requirements are met: 
 

 A written request from the physician including the child's name, 
medical condition, name of medication, dosage, and duration of 
medication, must be submitted to the school nurse. 

 A written request from the parent that the prescribed medication 
must be given, must be submitted to the school nurse. 

 An adult must deliver medication to school.  The medication must 
be in the container in which it was purchased.  If it is a 
prescription medication it must be in the prescription bottle.  
Over-the-counter medication must be in its original container. 

 
 



  

School Physicals 
 
 The New York State Education Law, Section 903 requires that every child 
enrolled in a public school entering kindergarten, second, fourth, seventh, and tenth 
grade, furnish the school with the School District’s Medical Examination Report 
completed by a physician. 
  
 The law also applies to a newly enrolled pupil in our district, entering any 
grade level from another school district, private, or parochial school.   
 
 Furthermore, an examination of any child may be requested by the local school 
authorities at any time at their discretion to promote the educational interests of such 
a child.  The State Education Department recommends that this examination be 
performed by the child’s family physician. 
 
 The Kingston School system realizes the value of a more complete examination 
such as one performed by your private physician.  However, the school physician will 
examine your child if the completed physical examination form is not returned to the 
school within the specified time period. 
 
 
A Helpful Word 

 
A child who is ill cannot be expected to work at his or her level of ability.  

Students who are ill should not come to school.  If a child has a fever he or she should 
not return to school until his or her temperature has been normal for twenty-four 
hours.  Remaining at home when ill enables the child to recover more quickly and 
lessens the spread of illness through the school community.  However, a sick child 
does not always run a fever.  If a child has vomited in the night or early morning hours 
he or she should remain home. Obvious signs such as coughing a great deal, runny 
nose, or sore throat are reasonable symptoms of illness. 

 
 

 
Morning Arrival 

 
Students will enter the building through the main entrance.  All students are 

expected to walk independently to their classrooms.  From time to time it may become 
necessary for students to be brought to school before 8:45 a.m.  When this occurs, 
students should remain outdoors until 8:45 a.m.  Students are expected to use 
appropriate behavior always.   

 
 

The doors will be opened at 8:45 a.m. therefore students 
should not be dropped off at school prior to 8:45 a.m. unless they 
are attending breakfast or another before school program.  If you 
bring your child/children to the building, we ask that you say goodbye at the front 
door.  It is our goal to encourage self-direction and independence in the school 
setting.  Your cooperation and support of our school routine is much appreciated. 
   



  

Late Arrivals 
 
Promptness to class is very important.  Students are to be in their classrooms 

and ready to work by 8:55 a.m. If a child arrives at school after 8:55 a.m. kindly come 
to the office to sign your child in and receive a late pass.  Your child can then proceed 
to his/her classroom to begin the day. 

 
 

Early Closings 
 
There may be occasions during the year when it is necessary to close school 

early due to poor weather conditions or some other emergency.  School closings will 
be announced over local radio stations and on the district website 
(www.kingstoncityschools.org) where you can sign up for district alerts.  Please plan 
for supervision of your children in such events. Discuss these arrangements with your 
children so they know what is expected of them once they leave the school building. 
 
 
Emergency Telephone Numbers 

 
It is very important that the school be able to contact a parent, guardian, 

babysitter, or neighbor in the event of an emergency.  We urge all parents to provide 
telephone numbers where emergency messages can be delivered.  Please notify the 
office when changes of these emergency numbers occur. 

 
 

Dress – see dress Expectations handout 
 
Students are expected to report to school wearing suitable clothing.  Clothes 

should be neat, clean, and appropriate for the weather.  Any form of dress or hairstyle 
which is contrary to good health or safety or which is distractive or disruptive to the 
learning process will not be permitted.  
 
 
School Bus Expectations 

 
Most of the guidelines for bus conduct are common sense and good manners, 

but since everyone forgets from time to time, listed below are the school guidelines. 
Please review them with your child/children. 

 
 Keep your seat while the bus is in motion. 
 Observe same conduct as in the classroom. 
 Be courteous, profane language is unacceptable.  
 Do not eat or drink on the bus.    
 Keep the bus clean.    
 Co-operate with the driver.    
 Be respectful of bus property as well as the possessions of others.   
 Keep hands, head, and feet out of the aisle and inside bus. 

 
 

http://www.kingstoncityschools.org/


  

The bus driver will discipline students who endanger the safety of themselves 
or others.  In addition, a written Bus Referral Report will be sent to the school.  
Parents will be notified of all such incidents.  Students who come to school on a bus 
are expected to return home by bus unless the principal approves a signed note from a 
parent or guardian.  Students who regularly ride a bus may, upon the written request 
of a parent or guardian, and approval of the principal, ride an alternate bus for any 
valid reason.  Students who normally walk to school cannot be granted permission to 
ride regularly scheduled school buses. 

 
 

Homework 
 
In a Montessori environment homework is kept to a minimum. Montessorians feel 
that the children spend all day in the classroom working and need their evenings to 
relax. We have not found this approach to be detrimental in any way to their academic 
progress. 
 
One of the hardest things your child needs to learn in the early stages of development 
is "to write," so anything you can do to encourage a love of writing is helpful. Some 
examples are: 

• Color with your child OFTEN! 
• Have crayons, colored pencils, pencils, and paper available to use whenever the urge 

to write strikes your child. 
• Write with your child, make a "to do" list together 
• Limit time on computer games, as they do not build the strength in fine motor skills 

that your child's hand will need to write. 
 

Many of the above suggestions can be applied to older children on a more challenging 
level:  drawing, keeping a journal, writing stories are a few activities that will continue 
to reinforce what the children are doing in the classroom. 
 
Reading every evening is also very important for all children. Read together as 
partners – sharing pages, chapters, etc.  Discuss, summarize, predict, and draw 
conclusion about what you and your child have read to build reading skills.  
Encourage your child to read a variety of genres – for example: fiction, non-fiction, 
biographies, autobiographies, and historical novels.      
 

 
Field Trips 

 
Field trips are an important part of our educational process.  In order for a child 

to participate in a field trip, a signed permission slip is necessary.  Parents and 
students are advised that field trips are a privilege rather than a right.  A student may 
be excluded from participation for academic or disciplinary reasons. 

 
 
Child Abuse and/or Neglect 

 
Child abuse and/or neglect is a serious problem and the laws of the State of 

New York require that the school report any suspicion of abuse or neglect. 



  

 
Abuse or neglect can be physical, mental, or emotional. Any citizen can report 

a suspicion of neglect or abuse by calling this toll-free number: 1-800-342-3720. 
 
 

Cafeteria – see Lunch Expectations handout 
 
Hot and cold lunches, including milk, and water, are served in the cafeteria.  

Children may also bring their own lunch.  When finished with lunch, children are 
expected to leave their table clean. 

 
All students should follow the following procedures: 
 
 Students who are getting a school lunch should line up with their class 

while waiting for the line to progress.  Students who bring lunch from 
home may go directly to their tables. 

 Students should then proceed to their tables after obtaining their lunch 
from the school kitchen.    

 Good table manners are expected.    
 Students will be dismissed individually when their table and 

surrounding area are neat.   
 Students will have time during lunch for recess 

 
We believe that the informal leisure time provided during the lunch period 

helps children return to the classroom ready for afternoon studies.  Since it is difficult 
to predict the weather, children should come to school each day prepared to go 
outside for recess.  During inclement weather or extreme cold, children will remain 
indoors for a group activity. 

 
 

Reporting To Parents 
 
Report cards are sent home four times each year at approximately ten-week 

intervals.  Parents should retain the report card and return the envelope and Parent 
Reflection Form after signing it in the appropriate place.  

 
Each year days are set aside for parent-teacher conferences.  The purpose of a 

conference is to establish and maintain a good working relationship between school 
and home.  Parent-teacher conferences are encouraged and can be arranged at the 
request of the parent or the teacher whenever a question or concern arises.  
Conferences should always be prearranged by appointment.   
 
 
Student Records 

 
School records are the continuous story of a child's school life.  They are 

confidential and are available only to school personnel, parents, and agencies 
authorized by parents.  When students transfer to another school district, it is 
important to notify us as soon as possible.   

 



  

Copies of the actual records will be transferred directly to the new school when 
they are requested.   

 
 
 

Identification of Personal Possessions 
 
Please mark or label lunch boxes, raincoats, art smocks, school binders, and 

any other belongings that are brought from home.  All personal items found during the 
course of the school day will be brought to the office so that articles can be reclaimed. 
Students are responsible for the safe keeping of all personal belongings.  It is advised 
that toys, electronic games, portable CD players, and other items of value be left at 
home to avoid loss or damage.  Cell phones must be turned off during the school day. 
 
 
Transfers 

 
Each of our elementary schools has established boundaries for determining school 
attendance.  Should you change your place of residence, please notify the office ahead 
of time so records can be forwarded to the proper school or you may request a Special 
Permission form to remain at the George Washington Montessori School.    
 

 
 

Back to School Night – Thursday, August 30, 2018 
5:00 – 5:45 p.m. in the Auditorium 
5:45 p.m. Pot Luck Picnic Dinner 

                                                                                                                      
 
 
“Back to School Night” is intended to be an opportunity for parents 

and children to meet the teachers as well as visit and experience the  
Montessori Learning Environment 

 
 
 

We would like to thank you for not smoking on school property and the 
sidewalk in front of the school and for setting a fine example by using 

appropriate language.  The children look to you as their role models and 
will act accordingly.  Your cooperation and support is most appreciated! 


	George Washington Elementary School

